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Background 
The EU provides the following comments on document 4-1 Draft updated Baltic Sea Action Plan: 

1. Biodiversity segment  

• Action BE 08 The coherence of the MPA network shall be periodically assessed at least every 10 
years, the next such assessment to be carried out by [2025]  

We are Not sure that this deadline is coherent with the deadline set for action BE02, established for 2030.    

• Action BE 13 Develop, implement and share information of effective management measures to 
reduce the impact of fisheries inside marine protected areas in order to achieve their conservation 
objectives.  

We would like to suggest to add the part in yellow at the end of the sentence to capture the situation of 
strict protection as well, which is not clearly covered by the current drafting. This would ensure that this 
action is in line with our EU legislation, in particular the Biodiversity strategy 2030.  

• BE 32 last indent and BN11a. : at first glance, these two measures might seem to overlap. A closer 
look makes the difference clearer between the national and regional approaches but maybe this 
could be highlighted in the background document to avoid any misunderstanding?  

2. Sea-based segment  

• We would like to suggest to modify action SN34 as suggested below, to be in line with Eu 
requirements :  

 SN34 : Cooperate with BALTFISH in order to promote implement effective mitigation measures to minimize 
by-catch of the Baltic Sea harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) and ensure its full recovery, taking into 
account the latest advice of ICES, and to evaluate and adjust measures as needed [by 2025]. For the CP 
which are MS of the EU, this cooperation should be compliant with the requirements under the HBD and 
commitments taken under the Biodiversity strategy for 2030.  

3. Hazardous substances and marine litter segment  
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• Description of desired state: we would like to suggest to reorder the four ecological objectives to 
put “marine life is healthy” first.  

• Action HL2 18 : Establish a mechanism for HELCOM to manage the list of priority substances 
[starting from 2025] and respond to screening and assessment results pointing out regional 
challenges for the Baltic Sea environment and contaminants of emerging concern  

It is not clear here which list is meant : if this related to a list that will be developed specifically for the BS, a 
clarification would be needed. We suggest for example to include the following :  

Establish a mechanism for HELCOM to manage a regional Baltic Sea list of priority substances  

 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the comments. 
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